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Study of 1 Peter 
 
This year we’re going to focus our attention on Fist Peter. It was a letter that Peter 
wrote to the church during a time of immense political, social and religious pressure. 
We get a hint of that pressure from the opening verses of the letter where Peter 
describes them as “exiles of the Dispersion.” Because of persecution, this church had 
been scattered across the known world. They were displaced from their homes and 
communities and driven to places that were unfamiliar, uncomfortable, and 
challenging. Life had become very hard!   
 
How do you encourage a church like this? What do you say? What will carry them 
through these difficulties? Peter knew there was only one answer. He needed to 
point them to the ultimate purpose of their salvation – to be captured by the glory 
of God. If they could get a glimpse of God’s glory, it would change everything. 
 
Our series will be divided into four main sections as we move our way through this 
letter. Each section addresses a different aspect of the glory of God and points to 
ways in which we can be captured by that glory. This study guide is designed to 
coincide with our sermon series and is intended to enhance your engagement with 
the text. We believe that Spirit of God uses the Word of God to change lives. Thus, 
we want to provide this resource to assist you in that endeavor. Our prayer is that 
God will increase our impact as a church as God increases our sensitivity to him.   
 
We would encourage you to use this Study Guide throughout the week (either 
personally or with your family). The five questions in the OBSERVE section are 
designed to help you evaluate the immediate passage.  We will make observations 
about words and phrases and try to understand the truths in light of the context. 
We’ll take some time to survey how the specific verse relates to the broader themes 
of 1 Peter, and we’ll seek to understand the progression of thought and placement 
in the passage.  This is the first step of good Bible study. The ASK section is meant 
to help you dig deeper into the verse and help you connect its truths with the rest 
of Scripture. As we compare Scripture with Scripture, we can better interpret the 
passage. This is the second step of good Bible study that invites the Holy Spirit to 
use his truth to inform and guide your heart. The REFLECT section is meant to 
challenge you in the application process of these truths.  You can either follow the 
suggestions given here, or you can apply the truths in other ways – this is just a 
resource for you.  As faithful hearers of the Word, we must be “doers” of the word 
(James 1:22) and find ways to build these principles into our lives.  Finally, the PRAY 
section leads you through some simple prayer suggestions that relate to the material 
and open your heart to God’s help.  We cannot obey these truths alone.  We must 
rely on the power of God to change us.  
 
May the Lord richly bless our study as we grow in the knowledge of God!    
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1 PETER 1:13-14 
WEEK 1: READY FOR ACTION 

 
When I was in junior high, my Sunday school teacher did an experiment to 
demonstrate the power of “peer pressure.” He drew four lines on the chalkboard of 
different lengths. Three of the lines were noticeably longer, and one of the lines was 
noticeably shorter. Before the class started, he prepared the “early arrivals” with 
the conditions of the test. He was going to ask the class, “Which line is the longest?” 
They would respond by pointing to the shortest line and the rest of the class, who 
came in later, would have to decide whether to go with the class, or to go on their 
own. With the trap set, we waited for the “victims” to stumble into class late. When 
a couple of our friends entered the classroom, the teacher began the class with 
prayer, and then moved on to the experiment. As you might expect, the kids who 
came in late caved to the pressure and picked the wrong line.  
 
We all know something about wanting to fit in. If you’ve ever felt “over-dressed” or 
“under-dressed” for an occasion, then you know what I’m talking about. If you’ve 
visited a new church and didn’t know any of the songs, or if you’ve felt the awkward 
stares when you didn’t have the right answer in class, then you know what I’m 
talking about. If you prefer to sit in the back, come in late, and leave early, then you 
know what I’m talking about. Very few of us enjoy standing out, especially when the 
attention is negative. But that is exactly what Peter encourages this church of 
“strangers” to do. Embrace your “strangeness” and live out your true identity 
without shame or need for explanation.  
 

O B S E R V E  
  
As we begin this new section of 1 Peter, we’ll continue to approach the word with 
the same strategy we used before. In the OBSERVE portion of our study we’ll look at 
the words and phrases and observe how they relate to the context. We’ll try to 
identify common themes throughout the passage, and we’ll seek to follow Peter’s 
train of thought as he moves through this letter.  
 
1. Peter begins this section with the word “Therefore.” Whenever you see that word 

you need to ask yourself the question, “what is it there for”? Its purpose is to build 
on the truths that went before it and provide some results. Look back on verses 3-
9. Why do those truths lead us to “sober thinking” and “grace-filled hoping”?     
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2. The battle for holiness begins in the MIND, so that’s where Peter starts. He says, 
“prepare your mind for action.” The actual Greek phrase is “gird up the loins of 
your mind” (NKJV). The image is of a first century warrior pulling the bottom of 
his robe up into his belt, so his feet wouldn’t get tangled up when he moves. 
How does the way you think affect your behavior for good or bad?  What do 
you think it means to “prepare your mind for action”?  

3. The word “sober-minded” is used six times in the New Testament. It means “to 
be clear-headed, not drunk, self-controlled.” It provides a picture of someone 
whose thinking is sharp, attentive, and clear. Consider the various troubles this 
church was experiencing (scattered, strangers, suffering). Why would a clear 
mind and proper perspective be important? What is the focus of their attention 
supposed to be (vv. 3-9)?   

4. Peter instructs the church to fix their attention on the “grace that will be 
brought to them at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  As Christians they’ve already 
experienced saving grace, so what grace is Peter talking about - remember that 
“grace” is “the kindness and favor of God”? How would this impact their 
holiness?    
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5. Peter then tells them “not to be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance.” The word “conformed” is a present participle; meaning, their life 
should not continue to show the evidence of conformity in any way. The Greek 
word is only used twice in the New Testament (here and Romans 12:2) and 
means, “to shape one’s behavior.” In other words, don’t pattern yourself after 
the world. Why is this important for a church that could feel “out of place” and 
“strange” in their current surroundings? How might this break from 
“conventional wisdom” [hint: think about the desire to fit in]? How does this 
reinforce the need for believers to meet regularly?  

 

A S K  
 
The ASK portion of our study begins to evaluate the truths in our passage and see 
how they compare with the rest of Scripture. The intent is to “fill out” our 
understanding of these truths and make sure they are consistent.   
 

1. It is clear throughout the New Testament that the battle against sin begins in 
the mind. Paul addresses this topic in 2 Corinthians 10:2-6 when he says, “3 For 
though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For 
the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to 
destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 
against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 
6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.” 
Paul uses “wartime” language to describe the battle for the mind. Why? He 
refers to “fleshly” thinking as “strongholds” that we can destroy with “divine 
power.” How do we accomplish that (v. 5)? What is the evidence of victory?  

2. Let’s look at some passages that address “sober-mindedness” and answer two 
questions. First, what does the passage say about “sober-mindedness”? 
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Second, how does “sober-mindedness” relate to the coming of Christ – why is 
it important?  

a. 1 Thessalonians 5:2–8 (ESV) – 2 “For you know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so comes as a thief in the night … 4 But you are not in darkness, 
brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children 
of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6 So 
then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7 For 
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at 
night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.” 

b. 2 Timothy 4:3–7 (ESV) - 3 “For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be 
sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the 
time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me 
on that day, and to me only but also to all who have loved his appearing.”  

c. Half of the occurrences of this word show up in 1 Peter (1:13; 4:7; and 5:8), 
but let’s just look at 1 Peter 4:7–10 (ESV) – 7 “The end of all things is at 
hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your 
prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace:” 
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3. Peter instructs the church to “set their hope fully” on future grace (grace to be 
revealed at the revelation of Jesus Christ). He has just pointed them to the 
“LIVING HOPE” that is “kept in heaven” for them (vv. 3-4). Notice how Paul 
describes hope in 1 Timothy 4:10 – “10 For to this end we toil and strive, because 
we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially 
of those who believe.” What are we hoping for? Why should we set our hope 
FULLY on future grace?  

4. Peter says, “do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance.” 
Paul uses similar language in Romans 12:2 where he says, 2 “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.” According to this verse, how do we keep our mind from being 
conformed to the world? What are the similarities between Romans 12:2 and 1 
Peter 1:13-14?  

5. Peter refers to “former ignorance” in verse 14. Paul uses similar language in 
Ephesians 4:17-18 - 17 “Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no 
longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened 
in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance 
that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and 
have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of 
impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!”  How does Paul describe 
“ignorance” and its seriousness? If we continue to live in ignorance, then what 
does that say about us?  
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R E F L E C T  
 

The REFLECT portion of our study is meant to help you apply the truths you’ve 
learned to your own life. As you are CAPTURED by the glory of God, you must then 
REFLECT that glory to the world around you. These REFLECT questions are just a 
starting point for that process. How did God challenge you through this study? What 
needs to change? In what ways do you need to grow in your affection and obedience 
to God?   
 

1. Prepare your minds for action: We are bombarded with messages from the 
world. It comes from the news, radio, entertainment, and even from so-called 
Christian music. It influences how we think, speak, and relate to others. Evaluate 
the sources of communication that infiltrate your life from day to day. Are they 
balanced, guided and “in-check” by the truths of Scripture? Take deliberate 
steps this week to filter or eliminate unhealthy communication from your life.   

2. Sober-minded: Peter exhorts us to be “sober-minded,” but so often, we lull our 
minds to sleep with “mind-numbing” activity. We are consumed with television, 
movies, video games, social media, and leisure. And in so doing, we are not 
thinking clearly, soberly, or Biblically. What steps will you take this week 
activate your mind - to wake it up – and to put away “dullness” of thinking? 

 

 

P R A Y  
 
1. At the end of Peter’s letter he says, “Be sober-minded, be watchful. Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Ask God to give you spiritual eyes to see the areas of your 
life that are under attack. Pray for that the Holy Spirit would strengthen your 
inner man.    
 

2. Ask God to give you an eager longing for heaven; to live as if Jesus is coming 
back any moment. Pray for urgency in the Christian life and eagerness to share 
the gospel with others.  
 

3. Pray with the Psalmist – “I said to the LORD, ‘You are my Lord; apart from you I 
have no good thing” (Psalm 16:2).  
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1 PETER 1:15-17 
WEEK 2: LIVING with the FATHER in VIEW 

 
Have you ever had a “hero”- someone you looked up to because they had certain 
qualities that captured your attention? Maybe your hero was a distinguished athlete 
who stood above the crowd, and you did everything you could to mimic his/her 
behaviors. Maybe you tried the “bicycle kick” like Pelѐ (okay, I’m dating myself – he’s 
a famous soccer player from the 1960’s and 70’s – oh my). Or maybe you adopted 
the batting “warmup” routine of your favorite baseball player. You’d hold your hand 
out to the pitcher, saying “you’re not ready.” You’d tap the plate with your bat -
you’d roll up your sleeves - kick the ground beside the plate to get traction - spit to 
the side - and adjust your cap. All the things that your hero would do, you would 
imitate in order to match his skill and prowess. Whether it was swimming, wrestling, 
running, basketball, or soccer, your hero was the epitome of performance, and you 
would do everything you could to reproduce his/her skills for yourself. This spills into 
life as an adult as well. We learn from the “best practices” of our heroes. We adopt 
their business strategies. We follow their patterns of education, internship, and 
progression, all with the intent of emulating their success.  
 
If this is how things happen in everyday life, then you would expect the same 
principle to apply to the Christian life. As a matter of fact, that is exactly what we 
see. Peter says, “As he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.” 
The standard has been set. The pattern has been laid. The example has been 
established. And those who FOLLOW the Savior must emulate his life. You can’t 
FOLLOW someone without walking in his steps. And fortunately, although our 
attempts of emulating our heroes as children often ends in futility, God gives us the 
INFINITE power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish his work in us today. To him be glory!  
 
 

O B S E R V E  
  
1. Peter continues to make a case for obedience in the Christian life. He builds on 

his instruction to live as obedient children (v. 14) by pointing to God – the One 
who “called” them. Why would Peter refer to God this way?  The “call” of God 
in salvation is more than just a call to “eternal life,” it is a “call” to an entirely 
“new way of life.” What spheres of life are meant to change? How would this 
apply to the group of scattered saints in 1 Peter – what areas of holiness would 
they be struggling with (look through verses 1-12 for clues)?  
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2. Peter underscores the holiness of God in these verses. “Holiness” is that which 
is “set apart, consecrated, clean, perfect, blameless, and pure.” It is free of 
moral corruption or stain. God’s holiness is so fundamental to his character that 
he is “holy, holy, holy” (Isaiah 6:3). In the next several verses (vv. 15-23) Peter 
makes a direct connection to “holiness,” “purity,” and “obedience.” Identify as 
many of these phrases as you can find. What is the point?   

3. When the Old Testament talks about holiness, it conveys the idea of separation, 
and distance. For example, when the people of Israel received the Ten 
Commandments, they were not to touch the mountain or else they would die. 
The same was true of the temple, and the Holy of Holies. Strict reverence and 
separation were required because God was holy and his people were not. Yet, 
here in verse 17, there are two ways in which God becomes close rather than 
distant. Peter says that they can “…call on him as Father…” First, they can 
approach God in prayer without a priest, a temple, or Jerusalem. How does 
prayer point to intimacy? Second, they can refer to God as Father. Why is that 
significant?  

4. The next phrase in verse 17 addresses God as the One who “judges impartially.” 
Why is that so important, especially for this group of strangers? What does God 
judge – what is his criteria1? Look ahead to verses 18-23 for some clues.  
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5. We looked at the last phrase of verse 17 in an earlier week. It uses a similar 
word - “exile”- that we saw in verse 1. Why does Peter keep pointing to the 
temporary nature of their life? What does he mean by the phrase, “conduct 
yourself with fear” and how does that relate to “exile”?  

 

A S K  
 
1. “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” That seems like an impossible demand, but the 

pattern has been set. The apostle Paul sought to emulate God’s pattern in his life as 
well, and he called the church to do the same. Let’s look at a couple of passages and 
answer two questions: first, how would you summarize the passage in your own 
words, and  second, what does the church’s obedience say about them?  

a. 1 Corinthians 4:16-20 – 16 I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 17 That is why I 
sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of 
my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church… 20 For the 
kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.  

b. 1 Thessalonians 1:5–7 - 5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but 
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what 
kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 

2. Throughout the New Testament, we find several exhortations to holiness. In Romans 
12:1 Paul says, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
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worship.”  Let’s walk through this verse phrase by phrase to gain a fuller understand-
ing of holiness so we can apply to 1 Peter.  

a. Paul appeals to this church on the basis of the “mercy of God.” Why?  

b. What is the significance of “presenting their body” to God? And what does that 
have to do with holiness.  

c. Why does Paul describe this obedience in terms of “living sacrifice” and 
“worship”?  

d. Now bringing this back to 1 Peter 1:13-17, how does the “mind” (v. 13), 
“passions” (v. 14), “conduct” (v. 15), and “deeds” (v. 17), relate to holiness? 
What does that say about the “complete person” (mind, soul, body) and 
holiness?   

3. Romans 8:15-17 combines several elements that we see in 1 Peter. Paul says, “15 
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The 
Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”   

a. “Abba” means “daddy.” To refer to God in such intimate terms was unheard of 
in the Old Testament. What does this indicate about our relationship with God? 

b. If we are children, then we are “fellow heirs with Christ.” What does that mean? 
What should we expect in the future?  
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4. Now let’s think about Peter’s statement concerning the “Father who judges 
impartially.” Jesus makes a fascinating statement in John 12:47-48 where he says, 
“47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did 
not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and 
does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him 
on the last day.” What is the basis for judgment? How does that demonstrate 
“impartiality”?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. In another place, Paul exhorts Timothy to live in light of Christ’s future judgment. He 

says in 2 Timothy 4:1-2 “1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, 
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 
with complete patience and teaching.”  The last part of this phrase is loaded – what 
is Timothy supposed to do (v. 2)? What is the incentive (v. 1)?  How do we develop 
a sensitivity to Christ’s imminent return so that it impacts our daily living?  

 

R E F L E C T  
 

1. Psalm 119:11 says, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin 
against You.” One of the best ways to guard against sin is to memorize the Bible. 
Consider memorizing 1 Peter 1:15-16 – “15 but as he who called you is holy, you 
also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am 
holy.”   

 

2. Paul says, “Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).  One of the best ways to avoid sin is to get your 
mind off yourself and serve someone else. Find a way to serve someone in the body 
this week. Invite them into your home. Write a note of encouragement. Help 
someone with some “spring cleaning.”  
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3. In your pursuit of holiness, focus on your own heart and not on your neighbor’s 
heart. It’s easy to see the flaws in others and want to fix them. Rather, take the 
opportunity to evaluate the deeper ways that God wants to sanctify your own 
life. Ask God to intervene for your neighbor – and trust him with that process, 
however long it takes. Then, examine your life and consider how your response 
should be more like Jesus. Look for active ways to pursue peace. Look for active 
ways to “be kind and tenderhearted.” Seek to restore any broken relationships 
this week.  
 

 

P R A Y  
 

1. In Ephesians 3:14-21, Paul prays to the “Father, from whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named.” The promise of this prayer is contained in verses 
20-21 which says, “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think…” Join with Paul in praying for yourself, your family, and 
your church. “16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”  
 

2. Pray through Psalm 51. Confess your sin to God and enjoy the cleansing power 
of his forgiveness.   Psalm 51:1–2, 7-12 – “1 Have mercy on me, O God, according 
to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin! … 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 
broken rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me 
not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore 
to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.”  
 

3.  Ask God to give you an accurate view of his holiness and a ever-present 
awareness of his imminent return.  

“Use the temptation to do wrong as a motivation to pray…What if every 
time you are tempted to think an impure thought, you pray for the purity of 
your children? What if every time you are tempted to be discouraged or 
fearful, you prayed to God to fill your spiritual leaders with His Holy Spirit! 
…As you turn your temptation into meaningful intercession you will find 
yourself engaging in true prayer.” (Bill Thrasher, Journey to Victorious 
Prayer, p. 36.)  

 



    
1 PETER 1:13-2:12 

TRANSFORMED BY GLORY  
Page 13 

 

1 PETER 1:18-19 
WEEK 3: PURCHASED by the PRECIOUS BLOOD 

 
When I was growing up, we would often sing the song, “Nothing but the Blood.” The 
lyrics went like this:  
 

“What can wash away my sins, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
What can make me whole again, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
Oh! precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;  
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.”  
 

From a purely secular standpoint, that song is hideous and disgusting. To think that 
taking a bath in someone’s blood could add any spiritual value to my life would be 
bizarre if it wasn’t Biblical. After all, when we hear about remote tribes drinking the 
blood of their enemies, or smearing their blood on their faces, or spilling their blood 
on their burial grounds, we think, this tribe has lost touch with morality; they have 
given way to the lowest forms of depravity.  
 
Now raise the bar another notch by adding in human sacrifice. A few weeks ago 
someone asked my daughter, “How can you believe in a God who would ask 
Abraham to kill his son, Isaac, as a human sacrifice?” What kind of God would ask 
such a thing? Yet, that is exactly what God the Father did to his only begotten son, 
Jesus Christ. Christ’ blood is essential for salvation. It was offered willingly, freely, 
and completely. And it is only though his blood that we have “forgiveness” of sin.  
 
 

O B S E R V E  
  
1. The word “ransomed” in verse 18, means “to liberate, to redeem, to free 

someone by paying a ransom price.” It is used only three times in the New 
Testament (Luke 24:21; Titus 2:14; and here). The imagery that Peter uses goes 
back to Israel’s captivity in Egypt when they celebrated the first Passover. In this 
event, every Jewish family would sacrifice a lamb and paint its blood on the 
doorposts of their home in order to “ransom” their firstborn son (Ex 12:1-13). 
The lamb’s life was taken, and the son’s life was “saved.” How does that image 
relate to 1 Peter 1:18-19? How is Christ’s blood “like that of a lamb” – feel free 
to include the other aspects of Jewish sacrifice?  
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2. Peter says, “you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers…” The word futile means “worthless, useless.” It is used six times in 
the New Testament (Acts 14:15; 1 Cor 3:20; 15:17; Titus 3:9; James 1:26, and 
here). Why would Peter refer to their “former” life (life before Jesus) in this 
way?  What does that mean about every “accomplishment,” “good deed,” and 
“sacrificial contribution” they would have made apart from God?  

3. When Peter says that they “inherited” these “futile ways” from their “fore-
fathers,” he was pointing to the idolatrous traditions of this Gentile audience. 
In every way, their system of worship was broken, and they were unfamiliar 
with the truths that were readily available to the Jews. How might their 
“inherited” traditions put them at a disadvantage? How would their status of 
being “ransomed” magnify God’s grace?  How does this remind you of the 
“Father who judges impartially” (v. 17)?  

4. Peter points to the “perishable” nature of silver and gold. The word “perishable” 
means “mortal, not lasting, temporal.” We don’t usually think about silver and 
gold this way, but in light of eternity, these metals are going to pass away. Why 
would Peter use “silver” and “gold” as his example of “perishable” elements? 
How would “silver” and “gold” be especially important to this “scattered” and 
“persecuted” church? How should this truth amplify their appreciation for the 
“precious blood of Christ?”  
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5. Peter describes the atoning work of Christ as a “lamb without blemish or spot.” 
In the Old Testament, the sacrificial lamb had to be perfect in every way, free 
of bruises, scratches, broken bones, and physical imperfections (Lev 22:19-23).  
It could not be spotted, blind, maimed, crushed, or have one limb longer than 
the other. It was to be blemish free and without imperfection. This isn’t the first 
time Peter has alluded to the sacrifice of Christ. He brings it up in 1:2 – 
“sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ” – and in 1:3 – “resurrection of Christ 
from the dead” – and in 1:11 – “the sufferings of Christ.”  

a. In order for Jesus’ sacrifice to count, he had to be perfect in every way. 
Describe the ways that Jesus demonstrated his perfection throughout his 
life?  

b. Jesus’ sacrifice was accepted by the Father. We know this because God 
raised him from the dead. In what other ways do we see the confirmation 
of Jesus’ sacrifice [hint: where is Jesus now (1:3-4, 11, 21)? what does the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit prove (1:2,5, 12)?]  

 

A S K  
 
1. One erroneous view of the atonement is known as the ransom theory: The ransom 

theory states that Jesus blood paid the ransom price to Satan to secure our release 
from bondage to Satan’s kingdom. It’s kind of like the message we observe in The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (whether or not C.S. Lewis intended it) when 
Aslan ransomed Edmond by paying the ransom price to the White Witch. That 
however, is not the Biblical view of ransom. Let’s look at Romans 5:1-11 to build a 
better understanding of ransom.  

a. Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” If Christ’s death provided peace with God, 
then who do we sin against?   
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b. Romans 5:6,9 says, “6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly . . . 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” What are the consequences 
of our sin? Who carries out the sentence?  

c. Romans 5:10 says, “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life.” The word “reconciled” means to pay a redemption price. 
Who received / accepted the price offered by the Son? Again, what was the 
cost, and how does this compare with Romans 6:23 which says, “The wages of 
sin is death…”?   

2. Paul uses a similar word for “futility” to describe the former life of his audience.  
“17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles 
do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, 
alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their 
hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and have given themselves up to 
sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity” (Ephesians 4:17–19). How 
does Paul describe “futility” – what are the companion characteristics? What are 
the spiritual implications of inheriting this kind of life from their fathers?   

3. Hebrew 9:22 says, “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” 
This  truth comes from Leviticus 17:11 which says, “11 For the life of the flesh is in the 
blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for 
it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.” What do these verses say about 
the “preciousness” of the blood of Christ and why it was necessary?  
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4. Hebrews 5:7–9 says, “7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from 
death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he 
learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him,” Those two phrases are mind-
boggling – “he learned obedience” and “being made perfect.” This does not mean 
that Jesus became more holy, but that his holiness was taken to the limits and 
proven without a shadow of a doubt. What is verse 7 referring to – “offering up 
prayers with loud cries and tears”? How was Jesus’ obedience tested and proven? 
What does it mean, “he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him” 
– what does that imply about our obedience?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Hebrews 12:3-4 says, “3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility 

against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle 
against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.” This 
section of 1 Peter has focused on holiness (vv. 13-19). What does holiness demand 
from us? How does Christ’s obedience set the example of trusting the Father and 
then receiving the reward (look at 1:11 and 1:21 for help)?   

 

R E F L E C T  
 

1. One of the main roles of the Holy Spirit’s is to “convict the world of sin.” That 
means, if you are a believer, the Holy Spirit is trying to get your attention about 
something right now. He’s talking, are you listening? One of the main ways that 
Holy Spirit speaks to us is through the Bible. As you spend consistent time in the 
Word, the Spirit will gently stir your heart to see your sin. Open your heart to 
the Spirit’s prompting. Ask him to show you where you need to grow in Christ.  
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2. Once the Spirit has shown you from the Word where you need to grow, then 
share your experience with a friend. This is one of the practical ways that 
discipleship takes place. Your humility and tenderness to the Spirit can be a way 
for God to encourage, strengthen, and challenge others.  Step into deeper 
relationships with people at Maranatha by sharing how God is working in your 
own life and how the Bible points you to peace, joy, and fulness in Christ.  

 

P R A Y  
 
1. Take time to thank God for the for “the precious blood of Christ.” Think about 

the special privilege of being “ransomed” from your futile ways. Praise God for 
rescuing your soul.  
 

2. Ask God to give you a burden for the lost. Ask him to help you feel compassion 
for those who are currently “condemned” because of their sin. Pray that God’s 
love for the world would be felt in your own life.  

3. And then pray for everyone in your circle who does not know Christ (family, 
friends, neighbors, classmates, co-workers). Pray that God would open their 
eyes to the gospel and would give you opportunities to share.  
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1 Peter 1:20-21 
WEEK 4: CHRIST’S APPEARANCE and our HOPE 

 
When I was growing up my family would often take trips to Pittsburgh to see my 
grandparents. We would visit on major holidays like Thanksgiving and Christmas and 
would often visit at least once in the summer. Sometimes those trips seemed to drag 
on forever, even though it was only 4.5 hours away. We would play various games 
in the car, sing songs, and stare out the window. These were the days before “in-
car” video entertainment, mp3 players, video games, and cell phones, so every mile 
ticked by one corn field after the other. But once we got to Wheeling, West Virginia, 
the trip would become more tolerable. There, one of the first major landmarks was 
experienced – a long underground tunnel that stretched beneath the mountain. 
That was our first clue that Pittsburgh was getting close. Then another tunnel just 
inside the Pennsylvania border would indicate that we were 30 minutes away, and 
finally the last tunnel which would open up to the shining lights of Pittsburgh, 
glittering off the water and shining from the surrounding hills. Finally, we had 
arrived.  
 
The road of salvation was planned before the foundation of the world, and with each 
successive generation, the story pointed in the direction of the Savior. With each 
prophecy and each new confirmation of God’s faithfulness, the story of deliverance 
was carried forward. Then, with the coming of Messiah, his birth, his ministry, his 
death, and resurrection, the guarantee of salvation was complete and the penalty 
for sin was purchased. Now, each generation looks forward to the final consumm-
ation of Christ’s work as he leads us home to heaven. Because of what we’ve seen 
through the faithfulness of God for his people, and the finished work of Christ, we 
can have confidence that we are on the right road and that our journey is almost 
complete. Marvel at the wisdom of God in preparing for your deliverance since the 
world began.  
 

O B S E R V E  
  
1. The opening words of verse 20 are familiar. “He was foreknown before the 

foundation of the world.” We saw the word “foreknown” in verse 1. By way of 
reminder, the word means, “to know beforehand, select in advance, choose 
beforehand” (Dictionary of Biblical Languages, James Swanson). What did God 
know about Jesus before the foundation of the world?  How was God’s 
foreknowledge reinforced and confirmed by the prophets (vv. 10-12)?  
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2. The word “manifest” means, “to be seen, disclosed, displayed, or revealed.” We 
know from 1:8 that this church never saw Jesus in person. What does Peter 
mean – in what way was he manifest to them? The verb is a participle which 
refers to continuing action. In what way is Christ being manifest to them in a 
continuing way?   

3. As we have been moving through this letter, we have been connecting our study 
to GLORY. We said that glory is the “manifestation of God’s presence - the way 
he puts himself on display.” Throughout history, God has revealed himself in 
ever-increasing ways to his people – we call this progressive revelation – 
through creation, his people, his prophets, and his law. But the fullest 
expression of himself to the world was through his Son, Jesus. How did the 
coming of Christ open the door to a fuller and greater manifestation of God’s 
glory and presence to the world? How did Christ’s return to heaven lead to even 
greater displays of God’s glory (manifestation)?  

4. Peter describes this church as “believing in God who raised Jesus from the 
dead.” This is now the third time that Peter has made a reference to Jesus’ 
resurrection. In his mind, this truth is essential for saving faith. Why does Peter 
keep bringing this up (remember, repetition is important as you make 
observations in a text)? How should this truth continue to help them in the 
midst of their suffering?   
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5. Peter calls attention to the fact that their “faith and hope are in God.” How does 
God’s foreknowledge of Jesus, and the fulfillment of his specific promises 
regarding him, provide hope for this church? Read through the first chapter 
again. What are some of the promises this church can look forward to?  

 

A S K  
 
1. Not only do we find the prophecies about Jesus in the Old Testament, but on at least 

three occasions, Jesus predicted the specific details of his death and resurrection. 
On the final occasion, Mark 10:33-34 records Jesus’ words, “33 See, we are going up 
to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 
And they will mock him and spit on him and flog him and kill him. And after three 
days he will rise.”  What were the details of this prediction (8 specific details) and 
what does this indicate about Jesus’ foreknowledge of the event? Think through the 
events of that evening (in the upper room, Garden, before the chief priest, and 
Pilate). What are some ways that Jesus proved he was in complete control?  

2. Peter makes a reference to the “last times.” He used a similar phrase in verse 5 when 
he said, “ready to be revealed in the last time.” Paul used a similar phrase when 
speaking to Timothy. In his second letter he says, “But understand this, that in the 
last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good . . . 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but 
denying its power” (2 Timothy 3:1-5). What are the “last times”? What can we expect 
to happen in these times?  
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3. How do the “last times” relate to the constant theme of the “revelation of Jesus 
Christ” throughout this first chapter? Read through chapter 1 again and pick out the 
references to the “revelation of Christ” or the “the last time.” What is the point?  

4. In verse 21 we find that God raised Jesus from the dead. This is confirmed in Romans 
6:4 where it says, “…just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” But in John 10:18, Jesus said 
that he would raise himself up – “No one takes it from me (his  life), but I lay it down 
on my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up 
again...” Then in 1 Peter 3:18 we see that the Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead 
– “… He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.” How do these 
verses confirm the trinitarian (Father, Son, Spirit) work of God in salvation? Read 
chapter 1 and identify the references to the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

5. Peter confirms the finished work of Christ by saying that God “raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory.” This is the glory that Jesus prayed for the night before the 
cross. In his prayer (John 17, 1,4,5) Jesus says, “1 Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son that the Son may glorify you…4 I have glorified you on earth, having 
accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory that I had before the world existed.” In what way was 
Jesus about to glorify the Father? How did Jesus glorify God through his life on earth? 
What is the significance of Jesus receiving glory from the Father?  
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R E F L E C T  
 

1. Reflect on the benefits of being a follower of God (ex. access to God, help of the 
Holy Spirt, the Word of Truth). We tend to take these benefits for granted, 
especially as it relates to the body of Christ. The church is one of God’s greatest 
physical blessings to you! Reach out to someone from Maranatha this week and 
spend time encouraging them, praying for them, and serving them.  

 

2.  Peter concludes verse 21 with, “so that your faith and hope are in God.” Are there 
any anxieties in your life right now? Are there any burdens that seem overwhelming? 
Give those burdens, anxieties, and pressures to God right now. Share them with a 
friend so they can be praying with you. Then find several things that you can be 
thankful for in the midst of these pressures – God uses thanksgiving to lead us to 
peace and joy!  
 

 

P R A Y  
 
1. Thank God for the privilege of His salvation and manifesting Himself through 

Jesus. Thank Him that Jesus is not a backup plan, but that he knew that sin 
would invade the world, and he designed a solution through the perfect life, 
sacrifice, and resurrection of Christ. Thank Him for the gift of faith in Christ and 
for the hope of salvation we have because of Christ’s death and resurrection.  

2. “Lord, I believe. Help me in my unbelief.” Pray that God increases your faith and 
that no matter what is going on in life, He would fill you with hope that can 
never be taken away. 

3. Take Philippians 4:6-7 to heart. “6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  
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1 PETER 1:22-25 
WEEK 5: TRUTH that LEADS to LOVE 

 
How many Bibles do you have in your home, and how many different translations? 
We have study Bibles with annotated notes, commentary, cross references, and mini 
word studies. We have Bibles that give us give us insights from various Bible teachers 
and theologians. We have Bibles that have only the New Testament and the Psalms, 
and Bibles that are compact and can fit in your pocket. I think I even saw a water- 
proof Bible with the pages made from velum.  
 
How is it that we can live in such a Bible-rich environment and still remain so truth-
deprived? How is it that the living, active, eternal, and powerful word of God can 
have such little effect on our lives? How is it possible that every room of our house 
has a copy of the Scripture, but in those same rooms we can be so complacent to 
spiritual things. In many ways we find ourselves to be “hearers of the Word,” but not 
“doers of the Word.” So often we are like the foolish man who builds his house on 
the sand. “The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against the 
house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it” (Matthew 7:27).  
 
This week’s study looks at the “word of the Lord which endures forever.” It is the 
word that bears fruit in the lives of every true believers; fruit that is visible, active, 
and attractive. It is the fruit that confirms our salvation, and fruit that leads to impact 
in the lives of others. Let’s take a closer look into the Word and see how amazing 
this book can be.  
 
 

O B S E R V E  
  
1. Peter begins verse 22 with the phrase, ”Having purified your souls by your obey-

ing the truth…” The word “purified” is similar to “sanctify” and means, “to 
ceremonially cleanse, to have moral virtue, to make clean.” It was the process 
every Jewish person went through to prepare for special events like the 
Passover (John 11:55) – the purification rituals of cleansing, refraining from 
certain foods, offering up prayers, etc. What is different about the purifying in 
this verse, and the sanctifying work of the Spirit in verse 2? How does this tie 
back to 1:13-16?   
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2. The next couple of phrases talk about the product of an obedient, purified soul. 
It produces love that is “sincere,” “brotherly,” “earnest,” and “pure.” Let me 
give you some definitions. SINCERE - “genuine, without hypocrisy, not pretend-
ing.” BROTHERLY LOVE - deep affection between believers. EARNEST – 
“continuous, without ceasing, eager.”  PURE – “clean, pure, clear, unpolluted” 
What do these descriptions indicate about the priority of love? Describe how 
love may have shown up in this church – remember their unique situation of 
being scattered strangers.   

3. In verse 23, Peter uses the word “born again.” We’ve seen this word already in 
verse 3 (the only other time it is used in the New Testament).  How were they 
born? What is the significance of “incorruptible” seed – “incorruptible” means 
“immortal, imperishable, lasting forever”?  

4. Peter says that the agent for new birth – the seed – is the word of God that 
endures forever in verses 23 and 25. What is the relationship between the Holy 
Spirit, who is the agent of new birth in verse 3, and the word of God which is 
the agent of new birth here? How can both be true – who is the Word of God 
made flesh? How does that relate to the work of God in salvation that we see 
in verse 2?  
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5.  In verse 24 Peter talks about the “glory of man” and the grass of the field. What 
point is he trying to make? How does that relate to the word? What does that 
mean about their present situation?  

 

A S K  
 
1. Let’s look at another verse that uses the same word for “purified” that Peter uses in 

verse 22. Create your own definition and describe how it happens in the Christian 
life.  James 4: 8-10 – “8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse 
your hands you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and 
mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
10 Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord, and he will lift you up.”  

2. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 provides a helpful description of love. “4 Love is patient and kind; 
love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices 
with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.”  Describe love in your own words.  How is verse 7 especially important for 
the church to which Peter is writing?  

3.  Let’s take a look at the parable of the soils in Matthew 13. Here is another place 
where Jesus talks about the word of God as a “seed” that can grow in the “soil” of 
the human heart. Two things remain the same with each soil – the same seed, and 
the same sower, so the results are independent of them. Let’s take a look at each soil 
and make an evaluation of the spiritual condition. [Remember: our faith is guarded 
by the power of God to the end – 1 Peter 1:5]  

a. Matthew 13:4 – “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell 
along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.  
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Matthew 13:18 – “18 Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears 
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what has been sown in the heart. this is what was sown along 
the path.  

How would you describe the soil along the path?  

b. Matthew 13:5 – 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 
but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they 
withered away.  

Matthew 13:20-21 – 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root 
in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises 
on account of the word, immediately he falls away.  

How would you describe the soil on the rocky ground?  

 

c. Matthew 13:7 – 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 

Matthew 13:22 - 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke 
the word, and it proves unfruitful. 

How would you describe the soil among the thorns?  

d. Matthew 13:8 - 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

Matthew 13:23 - 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case 
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”  
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How would you describe the good soil? 

How does this soil compare with 1 Peter 1:22-23?  

4. Peter describes the Bible as the “living and abiding word of God.” Compare that with 
Hebrews 4:11 – “12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” What is the significance of 
a “living” and “abiding” word?   

 

R E F L E C T  
 

1. “Love one another earnestly from a pure heart.” Find a way to put this command 
to work this week.   

 

2. In John 6:68 Peter says to Jesus, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life.” Only Jesus provides the eternal, unchangeable, unfailing word of God. 
Tell someone this week about how God used his word to encourage your heart.  

 

P R A Y  
 
1. Ask God to help you love in a way that is deliberate and more sincere. Pray that 

God would give you more affection for your brothers and sisters that works 
itself out in action.   
 

2. Pray that God uses His Word to plant new seeds in your heart and that it will 
grow into genuine fruit.  
 

3. Thank God for those who have been faithful to preach the good news of God’s 
word to you and pray for them to continue to be faithful and God would show 
us a harvest.  
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1 PETER 2:1-3 
WEEK 6: CRAVING the PURE WORD 

 
If you’ve ever had a baby, then you know something about late nights and 
interrupted sleep. The first several months of a baby’s life are dominated by three 
activities, eating, sleeping, and ____________ (I’ll leave the last one for your 
imagination). As a new parent, I was fortunate to have some previous experience - 
not with my own kids, but with the many babies who came in and out of my house 
while I was growing up. My parents were foster parents, and we frequently had 
infants stay in our home until they were adopted. My parents lovingly parked those 
crying babies right outside of my room. Our house was small, and the place that was 
closest to their room was the hallway right outside my door. Night after night my 
mom would lovingly care for those babies whose demands for food would often 
wake them up several times a night. I learned that just because a baby cries, it does 
not mean their immediate craving must be met. Rather, they needed to learn to eat 
at the right time so they could enjoy the proper rhythms of life and eventually sleep 
through the night like the rest of us so greatly desired.  
 
Peter uses a great analogy in these verses. He knows that babies love milk. And he 
knows how earnestly and tirelessly and repeatedly and constantly they cry for that 
milk until their craving is satisfied. Like babies, when we first came to faith in Christ, 
we too craved the word. There was something fresh and electrifying about the 
Scripture. In the pages of the Bible we found life, meaning, and purpose. But so 
often, those early cravings begin to fade. We find ourselves neglecting the Scripture, 
comfortable with our spiritual life, and complacent about our time with God. Peter 
knows something about that problem, and he wants to encourage this church to 
reignite their passion for the Bible. Let’s dig in and pray that God accomplishes the 
same work in us.   
 
 

O B S E R V E  
  
1. At the end of chapter 1 and the beginning of chapter 2 we find the process of 

growing in the word. 1:22 describes our response to the word – “purifying your 
soul in obedience to the truth” – and 2:1 describes our preparation for the word 
– “put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.” 
Why are both parts of the process necessary for effective Bible study? How do 
these two parts build on one another and lead to spiritual maturity?  
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2. Peter identifies five sinful attitudes that get in the way of a proper response to 
the word – “malice,” “deceit,” “hypocrisy,” “envy,” and “slander.” What do you 
notice about these attitudes [hint: notice the connection to 1:22]? We might 
have picked BIGGER sins like “adultery,” “fornication,” “drunkenness,” 
“murder,” “hatred,” “fits of anger,” etc. (Galatians 5:20-21). Why did Peter pick 
this list and how would these attitudes stand in the way of this church’s 
sensitivity to the Word of God?  

3. Let’s take a closer look at each of these words. “Malice” means “badness, evil, 
wickedness, hateful feelings, hostility.”  “Deceit” means “treachery, slyness, 
trickery, to bait.” This word is also used in 2:22 and 3:10. “Hypocrisy” means 
“duplicity, insincerity, to pretend.” “Envy” means “jealousy, desiring something 
that someone else has.” And “slander” means “to speak evil, evil speech, to 
defame.” How would these particular sins interfere with one’s receptivity to the 
word of God – take one at a time?  

4. Peter now makes a real-world connection between a baby’s craving for milk and 
a Christian’s pursuit of the word. “As newborn babes desire the pure milk of the 
word that you may grow thereby.” Think of all the similarities that should be 
true between babies and believers and describe them below. In this church of 
the first century, what part of Scripture would they have had access to? Why is 
that important, especially for a predominately Gentile audience?  
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5.  Peter shares the incentive for craving the word – “if indeed you have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious.” “Tasted” is the word for eating, experiencing, and 
partaking.” Peter uses the MIDDLE voice which emphasizes their personal 
involvement in this process. The phrase could have been translated – “you 
yourselves have tasted…” The word “gracious” means “good, kind, and loving.” 
What does tasting the Lord’s goodness mean [hint: where does God’s kindness 
show up in the first chapter]? Why should that be an incentive for craving the 
Bible?  

 

A S K  
 
1. We find similar instruction from the apostle Paul in Colossians 3:8-16 when he says, 

“But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene 
talk from your mouth…12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience…14 And above all 
these put on love, which binds them all together in perfect harmony….16 Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly…” What are the similarities between Colossians 3:8-16 
and 1 Peter 1:22-2:3? Why do you suppose that “putting off” and “putting on” 
precedes the “word of Christ dwelling in us richly”?  

2. In Ephesians 4:25-32, Paul gives many of the same instructions. “25…having put away 
falsehood, let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor…29 Let no corrupting talk 
come out of your mouth …31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and 
slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”  What  are the 
similarities between Ephesians 4 and 1 Peter 2:1-3? What practical advice does Paul 
give for putting away sinful patterns (v. 32)? What is the incentive for forgiveness?  
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3. Peter talks about the benefits of the “pure spiritual milk of the word” that helps us 
to “grow up in salvation.” We know that the Bible is essential for saving faith – “Faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” And yet, in the early parts of 
the first century, the New Testament had not been written fully or circulated 
extensively. How would you communicate the gospel from the Scripture – use as 
many OT verses as you can?  [consider: Genesis 2:15-17; 12:1-3; 15:6; 17:7-8; 22:1-
19; Exodus 19:5-6; 20:1-21; 34:6-9; Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 15; 7:6-11; Joshua 1:8-9; 
Ruth 1:16-17; Psalm 19:1-14; 32:1-11; 51:1-19; 139:1-24; Isaiah 7:14; 11:1-5; 53:1-
12; 59:1-2; Ezekiel 36:24-32; Daniel 12:1-3]  

4. The word of God is central to spiritual maturity. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “16 All 

Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.” Why is the Bible dependable? What does the Bible 
produce in the life of a believer?   

5. While it is good to crave the “milk of the word,” it is not sufficient to stay there. 
Hebrews 5:11–14 says, “11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, 
since you have become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles 
of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled 
in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food is for the mature, 
for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 
distinguish good from evil.” What are the characteristics of the mature and 
immature? How does this apply to our passage in 1 Peter 2:1-3?   
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R E F L E C T  
 

1. Is there any malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, or slander that you need to put 
away from you today? Settle accounts. Ask for forgiveness. Confess to God, so 
that you can once again enjoy the blessing of pure milk of the word. If you have 
sinned against someone, then make it a point to confess that sin to your 
brother/sister and pursue a restored relationship.  

 

2. Consider calling up one of our younger families who have younger kids. Ask if you 
can watch their kids so they can have a night out. Enjoy the picture that Peter paints 
as you care for their children. Reinforce in your mind the picture of “being a newborn 
babe that craves the milk of the word.”    

3. Write at least 2 or 3 things that God has taught you from his word this week. Use this 
as an opportunity to encourage someone else. Maybe ask the question, “Would you 
mind if I shared with you something that God has taught me this week?” Consider 
this as a way to strengthen a relationship and grow together in likeness to Christ – 
we call this discipleship.  
 

 

P R A Y  
 
1. Pray that God will be the all-consuming desire of your life. Consider praying 

through Psalm 27:4 – “One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after; 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, the gaze upon 
the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.” 
 

2.  Ask God to help you to experience what the Psalmist talks about in Psalm 
119:14-16, “In the way of your testimonies I delight, as much as in all riches. I 
will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. I delight in your 
statutes; I will not forget your word.”   
 

3. Reflect on the goodness of God – “if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good” (1 Peter 2:3). Thank God for the many spiritual blessings he has given you 
in Christ Jesus.   
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1 PETER 2:4-8 
WEEK 7: BECOMING a SPIRITUAL HOUSE 

 
For the first century Jew, the temple was everything. It was the place of worship, 
forgiveness, fellowship with God, and identity. It provided the physical represent-
ation of God’s presence on earth. It was the one structure that identified the people 
as God’s chosen people and marked them out as distinct and separate from any 
other people on earth.  
 
The Jews had enjoyed several different meeting places throughout their history. God 
originally gave Moses the plans for the tabernacle. It was a tent like structure that 
was portable as the people moved through the wilderness on their way to the 
Promised Land. Then during King Solomon’s reign, a new permanent structure was 
built in Jerusalem. It was the pride and joy of the Jewish people, but because of 
continued sin, God allowed the Babylonians to come and demolish the temple and 
take the people captive from their homeland. The temple would not be rebuilt for 
almost 100 years. 50,000 Jews would return from captivity 70 years later, and the 
temple project would take another 20 years to complete. That temple was 
eventually replaced by Herod’s Temple. A massive structure that took 46 years to 
build, and which eclipsed the original temple in size and glory. Things had never been 
better from a religious standpoint.  
 
There’s no wonder why the religious leaders were so antagonistic towards the 
ministry of Jesus. He threatened to dismantle their entire system; a system that was 
seeing the greatest unified awakening in the history of Israel. But Jesus routinely 
violated the Sabbath, corrected their understanding of the law, and more 
significantly, promised to destroy the temple and raise it up in three days (John 
2:19). Of course, the temple to which he referred was himself. In this study we’ll see 
how Jesus becomes the new temple made up of “living stones;” those believers who 
trust in him as their Savior.  
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O B S E R V E  
  
1. In the opening phrase of verse 4 Peter says, “As you come to him, a living 

stone…” After reading the introduction, what is Peter talking about? What is the 
significance of a “living stone”? How does that correspond to “living hope” that 
we saw in 1:3?  

2. Next we see that this “living stone was rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious” (NKJV). In what way was Jesus rejected by men during his earthly 
ministry? There are at least three times when God the Father affirms Jesus 
publicly from heaven. Can you think of at least two of those times [hint: the 
third time is found in John 12:27-29]? In what other ways was Jesus’ ministry 
affirmed by the Father?  

3. Read through 2:4-12. Identify the repeated words and phrases and write them 
below. What is the point that Peter is making in this section? How does this 
relate to the what we learned in chapter 1:1-12 – do you see any similarities – 
[hint: notice similar words, who is taking the initiative]?  

4.  The “cornerstone” was the first stone that was laid in a structure and it was 
vital in establishing all the proper angles for the building. In a sense, it was the 
“plumb line” for the entire structure. Jesus was that flawless pattern set for the 
church. He was the perfect standard for law-keeping in every way, and those 
who “believe in him will not be put to shame” (v. 6b). What is the significance of 
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“whoever believes” (v. 6), and “for you who believe” (v. 7) – what does that say 
about how we become living stones (v. 5)? The word “PUT to SHAME” means, 
“to be dishonored, disgraced.” What does it mean that they “will not be put to 
shame” (v. 6b) – how can that be true of a church suffering persecution?   

5. According to the end of verse 8, the stumbling point is “disobedience to the 
word.” Why is it significant that they stumble over the word, and not over a 
person [hint: think about 1:10-12]? This last statement is alarming – “as they 
were destined to do.” The Greek word “destined” is also used by Jesus in John 
15:16 – “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should bear fruit.” As a result, how would you interpret this final phrase?  

 

A S K  
 
1. The prophet Isaiah predicted that Jesus would be despised and rejected by those he 

came to serve. Isaiah 53:3-4 says, “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their facies he 
was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.” How 
was Jesus despised on the day of his crucifixion – what are some specific examples 
(authorities, people, thieves, his disciples)? How did Jesus carry our griefs and 
sorrows? Why did people assume that Jesus’ death was proof of God’s rejection?  
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2. The apostle Paul describes this living, growing temple in his letter to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 2:19–22 says, “19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling 
place for God by the Spirit.” Notice that Paul is talking about the entire church as a 
whole structure – why is that important? How does this truth provide a fuller 
understanding of a “living,” “growing” temple – [in what ways are we “joined 
together,” “growing together,” and “being built together”]?  

3. Think about God’s purpose of making you part of his temple. Peter says, you are 
“being built up as a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices.” 
Think about Jesus’ words to the woman at the well who asked about worship – “’20 
Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place 
where people out to worship,’ 21 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem you will worship the 
Father…23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipper will 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth…” (John 4:20-23). How do Jesus’ words 
provide understanding to our verse in 1 Peter?  

4. We might not give this phrase much thought, but it is important – “Behold, I am 
laying in Zion a stone…” (v. 6). Zion is another word for Jerusalem; it is the city of 
David, or God’s city (2 Samuel 5:7). David predicted that God would “set His King on 
his holy hill” which would be centered in Zion (Ps 2:6). Other references are found 
in Isaiah 2:3; 24:23. Why is that significant in light of the fact that Israel largely 
rejected the “cornerstone”? What does this mean about the church, the living 
stones?   
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5.  There is another truth that Peter is setting us up for in this section. If the “chief 
cornerstone” was “rejected by men,” then what can you expect for the rest of the 
building? With that in mind, read the following verses (2:12, 3:14, 16; 4:4, 14) and 
summarize what is going on. What should bring us comfort – “rejected indeed by men 
but chosen by God and precious”?   

 

R E F L E C T  
 

1. Have you ever felt rejected by men? Christ experienced the “rejection of men” 
so that you could experience “peace with God.” How can you turn your rejection 
into a gospel opportunity? Pray for those who curse you and bless those who 
persecute you this week?  

 

2. Are you fulfilling your call as “a living stone, a spiritual house, a holy priesthood”? Are 
you offering up “spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God”?  How can you make worship 
a greater priority in your life this week?  
 

 

P R A Y  
 
1. Spend some time praising God that we can now worship God in “spirit and 

truth.” You don’t have to go to the temple – he is creating a temple out of you. 
You don’t have to go to a priest, God is making a priest out of you. Worship is 
available to you in ways that Israel could never have dreamed. Praise God for 
the great privilege of your salvation – “In him we have boldness and access with 
confidence through faith in him” (Ephesians 3:12)   
 

2. God is making you into a “dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:22). 
“Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you” (1 Corinthians 6:7). Does 
the Spirit feel welcome in your life or are you grieving the Spirit? Confess any 
sin you have in your life and pray that God would “strengthen you by his Spirit 
in the inner man” (Ephesians 3:16).   
 

3. Ask God to help your faith be strengthened and confirmed by obedience. Ask 
God to help you to not be like those who stumble by being “disobedient to the 
word.”  

 



    
1 PETER 1:13-2:12 

TRANSFORMED BY GLORY  
Page 39 

 

1 PETER 2:9-10 

WEEK 8: CHOSEN to PRAISE  
 
 In case you missed it the first four times, Peter is going to emphasize the point again 
– God chooses and calls by his sovereign will. He chooses his church spread across 
the known world (1:1, 15). He chooses his cornerstone (2:4, 6). And in this study 
we’ll see that he chooses his own special people (2:9 - 2x). This truth was meant to 
encourage a group of scattered strangers who may have wondered if God really 
cared about their situation. It was also meant to call their attention to the purpose 
they were to fulfil throughout their remaining “sojourning” on earth.  
 
In these couple verses, Peter transitions from the picture of a  
temple to a priest. In the Old Testament the priest alone had access 
to the inner chambers of the temple. There, the presence of God 
was pictured through the golden altar of incense, the table for 
showbread, the golden lampstands, bowls, ladles, and censors of 
pure gold. Each morning and evening the priest would go into the 
“Holy Place” and offer incense on the golden altar. This was to 
symbolize the perpetual prayer offered to God on behalf of the 
people. On the table for showbread, the priest would place 12 
loaves of bread which symbolized the 12 tribes of Israel. On the 
following Sabbath, the priest (and his family) would consume that 
bread to show God’s sustaining provision for Israel. The golden 
lampstand was made of pure gold (75 lbs). It is what we know as 
the menorah – a candle with 7 branches (3 on each side and one in 
the middle). This provided the only light in temple and it was to 
burn continuously before the Lord. The significance of the 7 branches is not clear, but 
likely indicates the number of days in a week – perpetual light throughout the week.  
 
The innermost chamber was the “Holy of Holies,” which was separated from the 
Holy Place by a 6-inch-thick curtain known as the veil. Here, only the high priest 
could enter and atone for the people once a year on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 
16). The duty was so sacred that each time the priest would make that journey, he 
would tie a rope to his leg so the other priests could pull him out if, for any reason, 
God chose to strike him dead. Here the ark of the covenant would remain; the 
symbol of God’s presence through the cherubim, the rod of Aaron, and the stones 
of the ten commandments. Here, the high priest would bring the censer full of 
burning coals, incense, and blood from the bull, and offer it before the Lord on the 
mercy seat which sat on top of the ark of the covenant.  
 
With all that symbolism in the backdrop, Peter takes this hallowed picture and 
applies it to the church; the body of believers made up of Jews and Gentiles. For any 
native Jew, this would have been earthshattering. Peter applies Exodus 19 
terminology to every believer regardless of heritage. They are the “chosen race,” 
the “royal priesthood,” and the “holy nation.” Let’s consider this together as we look 
at 1 Peter 2:9-10.   
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O B S E R V E  
  
1. Peter begins this verse with the word “but.” In the Greek, there are several 

words that can be translated this way, but the word here is often used to “imply 
a contrast, or a marker of closely related events.” The previous phrase is, “they 
stumble because they disobey the word…but you are a chosen generation.” 
What do you think Peter meant by that contrast? How does this relate to the 
theme of “holiness” and “obedience” repeated throughout this section (1:13-
2:12)?  

2. Think about Peter’s description of these believers – “chosen race, royal 
priesthood, holy nation, a people for his own possession.”  Race, means “a 
descendant, or an ethnic group.”  Priesthood refers to “those who were sons of 
Levi, who led people into worship of God.” Nation means “a large group based 
on various cultural, physical, or geographic ties.” People means “crowd, 
multitude.” What is the significance of Peter using four different words to 
describe “people groups” and then applying them to believers collectively? 
What is the significance of him describing their four-fold identity (chosen, royal, 
holy, God’s possession)?  

3. This group of believers had one specific purpose – “to proclaim the excellencies 
of him who called them out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  PROCLAIM is 
only used in 1 Peter 2:9 in all the NT. It’s a compound word that means “to speak 
out, to declare abroad, make widely known.” EXCELLENCIES is the word that 
means “virtue, goodness, excellence, superiority.” What was their primary 
responsibility and what did that involve? Provide some specific examples of 
what they might have said [think about all of the verses leading up to this one]?  
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4. Remember that Peter is writing this letter within 30 years of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. The great divide between Jew and Gentile is still fresh in everyone’s 
mind. When Peter uses the statement, “once you were not a people” (v. 10), 
what does he mean [what would have been the spiritual and physical 
implications]? He reinforces their spiritual hopelessness by saying, “once you 
had not received mercy.” What does this mean and how does it relate to 1:3?  

5. Their hopelessness before Christ is contrasted by their new life after Christ. 
Peter says, “now you are the people of God” and “now you have received 
mercy.” Describe the amazing grace of these two statements. How should this 
perspective amplify their JOY (1:6, 8)?  

 

A S K  
 
1. The Old Testament calls attention to the unique position that the Jews had with 

God. Exodus 19:5-6 says, “5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep 
my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the 
earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These 
are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” What is the significance 
of Peter applying these descriptions to the church, comprised of Jews and Gentiles?   

2. Think about this statement from the apostle Paul found in Galatians 3:8-9, “8 And the 
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, 
those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.” With that 
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statement, Paul connects the church to the Abrahamic Covenant – what are the 
massive implications of that truth?  

3. In Romans 9 and 10, Paul shares some dramatic truths. In Romans 9:6b Paul says, 
“For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel.” What does he mean by 
that statement? Then in Romans 9:19-20 Paul quotes Moses and Isaiah – “I will make 
you jealous (speaking of the Jews) of those who are not a nation (speaking of the 
Gentiles); with a foolish nation I will make you angry…I have been found by those who 
did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.” Describe 
what’s happening in this passage.   

4. The end of verse 9 says, “who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 
Paul says in Ephesians 5:8-11, “8 For at one time you were darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all 
that is good and right and true) ... 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them.” Summarize Ephesians 5:8-11 in your own words. Notice 
that light takes an active role in exposing darkness. It is not passive. If we are walking 
as children of light (children of God), then we will model our life after Christ. How 
did Jesus by expose darkness, and how do we follow his example?  
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5. One of the main purposes of our salvation is “to proclaim the excellencies of him…”  
We see the same thing on the day of Pentecost. Acts 2:11 says, “We hear them 
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” After Jesus healed the man 
with demons, he tells him, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has 
done for you” (Luke 8:39). How does that perspective impact your gospel 
presentation? What does that mean about your continuing witness – keeping it real 
and current?   

 

R E F L E C T  
 

1.  If you are a follower of God, a Christian, then you have been saved for a specific 
purpose – “to proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light.” When was the last time you did that? Pray that God will 
give you an opportunity to “proclaim His praises” to someone this week. Pray 
that you will have the joy of seeing someone turn from darkness to light.  

 

2.  You are a recipient of mercy. Mercy is the undeserved kindness of God. Is there 
someone in your life who does NOT “deserve” kindness? Maybe they hurt you 
deeply. Maybe they treated you with contempt. Pray for them today and look for a 
way to pursue them with merciful kindness.  
 

 

P R A Y  
 
1. Spend some time today praising the Lord. Remember his attributes. Anchor 

your heart in the bedrock of his character. Pray through Psalm 139 and worship 
God for his omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, and love.  
 

2. Ask God to sanctify your life by praying through Psalm 139:23-24 – “Search me, 
O God and know my heart! Try me and know my anxieties! And see if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 

3. Now spend some time reflecting on God’s faithfulness. Use Psalm 90 as a 
template for remembering all of the ways that God has been faithful to you. 
Pray that God would “teach you to number your days so that you would gain a 
heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12).    
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1 PETER 2:11-12 

WEEK 9: CONDUCT that POINTS to GOD 
 
Every good sandwich is enclosed with two slices of bread. You certainly couldn’t 
enjoy peanut butter and jelly as easily. Without the bread, it would be a messy treat. 
And what would a sub sandwich be without a Kaiser roll enclosing those tasty 
ingredients. Bread is important, but it is just the way to hold together the great 
flavors between the slices. Without those flavors, you’d just have bread! But without 
the bread, you’d have no way to pull all of those flavors together in one bite.  
 
What’s the point? Often in the Scripture, you’ll find the great flavors – the main point 
of the passage – contained between similar statements or concepts (i.e. the bread). 
The bread becomes the “bounding truths” which call attention to the center. So, 
whenever you read a group of verses that are sandwiched by similar phrases or 
truths, then pay attention, the author has a special point to make. The truths on the 
perimeter are meant to emphasize the significance of the truths in the center.   
 
In our passage today, Peter picks up the theme of holiness again. If you remember, 
he began the section with the same theme back in 1:13-16 – “prepare you minds for 
action….be holy for I am holy.” In 2:11-12 he says, “abstain from the passions of the 
flesh…keep you conduct honorable…that they may glorify God.” In both places (the 
start of this section, and now the end) we’re encouraged to live a holy life that points 
to God. As a result of this pattern, we need to recognize that the truths we saw in 
the middle of this section (1:17-2:8) are central to making these “outer” truths 
possible. Meaning, holiness happens as we understand our identity in Christ. Let’s 
take a closer look as we evaluate the final two verses of this section.  
 

O B S E R V E  
  
1. At the beginning of verse 11, Peter picks up the terms “sojourner” and “exile” 

again. This is now the third time we’ve seen these terms. It is on the basis of 
this, that he tells them “to abstain from the passions of the flesh.” What is it 
about their status as a “sojourner” that should motivate them to obey this 
command? How is that similar to 1:15 which says, “As he who called you is holy, 
you also be holy in all your conduct”?  

2. The word “abstain” means “to leave it alone, to cease from having, to be away 
from, to avoid.” The verb is in the present tense which means that it should 
represent the present life of every believer. “Passion” is the word for “deep 
desire, longing, lust, craving.” It is the same word that Peter uses in 1:14 when 
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he says, “do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance.” Here’s 
another example of how Peter is tying this section together. “Flesh” is that 
which is physical and can refer to that which is worldly or natural.  He is using 
these terms to contrast with their “sojourning” and “exile.” Read through this 
section again (1:13-2:12). Identify as many differences between their “former 
life” and their “new life” as you can.   

3. Peter begins verse 12 with, “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable…” The word “keep” is a present active participle. That means that it 
should be an ever-present reality in the Christian life. “Conduct” is the word for 
“behavior, way of life.” It is the outward life that everyone sees. “Honorable” is 
a word which means “good, fine moral character, fitting, beautiful, attractive.” 
Keeping 1 Peter 1:16 in mind – “be holy as I am holy” – who is the judge of our 
conduct, meaning, who are we trying to please? What happens if we turn this 
verse around and make the Gentiles the judge of our conduct? What does this 
verse mean about how (and where) we live our Christian lives?   

4. We’ve been looking at the “bounding truths of this passage” (what we referred to 
as the “slices of bread” in the introduction) by evaluating the call to personal 
holiness. Now let’s take a closer look at the main point between the “slices” (1:17-
2:10) that makes a holy life possible. We see reverence for the Father (1:17), faith 
in the Son (1:18-21), obedience to the living word (1:22-2:3), building of a new 
temple (2:4-8), and the establishing of a new people (2:9-10). How do these parts 
relate to one another – is there a unifying theme? How do these parts enable 
holiness?  [If you are having trouble answering this, then pray for the Sprit’s help] 
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5. Peter emphasizes the fact that these Gentiles are not going to praise you, 
rather, they are going “to speak against you as evildoers.” In the Gentile mind, 
UP is DOWN and DOWN is UP – EVIL is GOOD, and GOOD is EVIL. Maybe that 
sounds familiar in our day an age? The word “speak against” means, “to 
slander, to accuse, to rebuke, to condemn.” Why are they so angry? Why would 
they bother “speaking against” this church [hint: remember what we said about 
the active role that light plays in exposing darkness]?  

 

A S K  
 
1. Peter says in verse 11, “Abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war 

against your soul.” The apostle Paul gives us some practical advice for fighting 
this spiritual battle in Ephesians 6:11-17.  Let’s take this passage in two parts 
and devise a battle plan for defending ourselves in this spiritual war.  
 
a. Ephesians 6:11-13 – “11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand firm.” Describe the battle you are in – who is the adversary, 
and what is the defense?  What is the result for those who “put on the 
armor”?  

b. Ephesians 6:14 – “14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, 
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for 
your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all 
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 
the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” What are the parts of 
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the armor and what do they accomplish? How do you put on the armor – 
what are the practical steps?  

2. Jesus warned the disciples that the world would hate them. He tells them at the last 
supper (John 15:18-20), “18 If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before 
it hated you…20 If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” What are some 
ways that the world hated Jesus (actions, words, contempt)? How did Jesus live 
“honorably among the Gentiles” – what did it look like?  

3. The apostle John says, “15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the 
desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father 
but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever” (1 John 2:15-17). What are the three 
ways that our love for the world shows up in our lives and describe each of them? 
Why is love for the world so foolish (v. 17)?  
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4. The apostle Paul provides some practical instruction regarding our “conduct among 
the Gentles” in Colossians 4:5-6. He says, “Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making 
the best use of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so 
that you may know how you ought to answer each person.” Summarize this verse in 
your own words. What should be true about their speech? Does this mean they 
conceal the hard things about the gospel?  

5. The final phrase of verse 12 says, “they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day of visitation.” Peter is probably borrowing from Jesus’ statement in the 
Sermon on the Mount when he says, “Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). What 
is the outcome of “good works” in this verse? The “day of visitation” is the time 
when Jesus returns for his saints. Why should this verse comfort us in the midst of 
our suffering?  

 

R E F L E C T  
 

1. The battles you face from day to day are not merely physical in nature, they are 
spiritual.  Arm yourself each day with the “armor of God.” Be willing to stand 
against the “schemes of the devil” by taking note of the areas of weakness in 
your life and applying God’s truth directly and aggressively. Identify 2 to 3 verses 
that relate to your specific sin, and apply those verses to your life this week.  

 

2. Whatever you are going through today, this week, or this month, remember that 
nothing is wasted! Not only is God sanctifying your life and growing your faith, but 
he is also using your “honorable conduct” to lead the nations to worship! Think about 
the people who are making your life difficult right now. Use this as an opportunity to 
pray that God would help your conduct to lead them to worship God on the day of 
visitation. Consider specific ways that your conduct should be more like Jesus.  
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P R A Y  
 
1. Ask God to reveal areas of sin in your life that are dishonorable. Pray that God 

would purge from you the things that would misrepresent the gospel.  
 

2. Pray for the person who is “speaking evil of you.” Ask God to work in their life 
to lead them into a relationship with God. Pray that your example would lead 
them to “glorify God on the day of visitation.”  
 

3.  Please pray for the leaders of Maranatha. Pray that God would help them to 
live a life that is exemplary. Pray that God will protect them from disqualifying 
sin, and that they would be a blessing to the body.  
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